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POUNDINGS FROM THE PREZ 


by Charles W. Getz, IV 
PCR President & Trustee 


The Board of Directors of the PCR met recently and the meeting 
went extremely smoothly. In fact the entire region appeared to 
be running smoothly and for that I thank each and every one of 
you. Thisis anorganization run by volunteers and we have the 
best volunteers in all of the National Model Railroad Associa- 
tion. Election time is coming and | hope that if you have not 
volunteered to serve your fellow modelers and friendsinthe PCR 
you will consider doing so. If youare serving and have decided 
to run for re-election, my thanks because you make this 
organization function. . 


In that spirit, | have noted a real increase in help on the 
membership promotion level at Greenberg and GAT Shows. | 
feel chagrined that so many wonderful members are helping 
Tiny Carstens and | have yet to volunteer to help at either of 
these shows. 


Lee Johnson has volunteered to be our new“S” scale coordina- 
tor, Neil Chicazolla has offered to act as “O” scale coordinator 
and Andy Reichert has agreed to be our"Traction" coordinator. 
In case you are interested in the function of coordinator, it is 
literally that —coordinate any interest in those groups with PCR. 
Thus if “S” scale members wish to form a SIG or wish to be 
hooked upwith other “S” scale members or clubs, acall to Lee 
Johnson would be in order. Similarly, if you are in “O” scale or 
traction and wish to discuss “O” scale or traction issues, Neil 
and Andy are your men, respectively. To reach Lee, call 510- 
943-1590. Neil can be reached at 650-592-5555 and Andy on 
408-406-1017. ThankstoLee, Neil and Andy for your volunteer 
efforts. 


We should be starting our first round of experimental “in-home 
clinics” in Coast Division soon, as organized by Ted Culotta. 
Kudos to Ted for his work and to the clinicians. 


Finally a word about the dues increase. Some members were 
a little bit miffed not so much at the increase, which is 
necessary to keep up with inflation, but perceived lack of 
communication in the Bulletin that an increase was coming. | 
have expressed those concerns to the board and will raise these 
at our mid-year meeting later this month. A few members sent 
in their renewal amount at the old $30 dollar level only to find 
themselves “pro-rated” at the new $32 rate. NMRA President, 


Bob Charles, has acknowledged that this practice was a public 
relations mistake and has apologized for any ill feelings. A lot of 
these problems will be ironed out once our computer system is 
fully functional. The system is installed in Chattanooga and the 
software is going through the debugging and training phase. We 
are hoping for major improvements in member service handling 
once this system is fully up and running. 


Itis always a pleasure to hear frorn PCR members so if you have 
any questions, comments, concems or suggestions, please feel 
freeto call me. My office number is given inthe Calilboard simply 
because voicemail is always available. 


ELECTION OF DIVISION DIRECTORS 


SEE PAGES 8, 9 AND 10 
Remove ballot and vote today! 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
PACIFIC COASTREGION, 
NATIONALMODEL 
RAILROADASSOCIATION 


STATEMENT OF PUBLICATION 


The BRANCH LINE (USPS 870060, ISSN 
07449771), Isissued four times a year in the 
months of January, April, July, and October. 
Deadline for all materials is the fifteenth of 
the month preceding publication. No mate- 
rial will be returned unless requested and 
sufficient postage is provided. Membership 
in the PCR at $6.00 includes a subscription 
to the BRANCH LINE. Separate subscrip- 
tions are available at $4.00 per year. 
The BRANCH LINE is published by the 
Pacific Coast Region, 530 Fig Tree Lane, 
Martinez, CA 94553 

Second Class Postage paid at Martinez, CA 
94553 and additional mailing offices. 
POSTMASTER Send address changes 
to: BRANCH LINE, 530 Fig Tree Lane, 
Martinez, CA 94553 


All comments about material contained in 
the Branch Line should be mailed directly to 
the Editor, 3408 Lanai Drive, San Ramon, 
CA 94583. Inquiries regarding member- 
ship application, renewal or change of 
address should be directed to the Member 
Services Chairman, 530 Fig Tree Lane, 
Martinez, CA 94553. 


The BRANCH LINE is printed by Morris Fam- 
ily Printers, 727 Rideout Way, Marysville, CA 
95901, (916) 742-6930 





: Contributors note: : 
: Next Deadline is : 
° MARCH 15, 1997 ° 
: forthe : 
§ APR-JUN 1998 ISSUE § 















Help Wanted - NMRA National Con- 
vention Committee, 21st Century Lim- 
ited, 2000 in San Jose seeks the 
following: 





Volunteers, al! shapes and sizes, 
no prior experience necessary, en- 
thusiastic modelers will have priority. 
Call Dave Biondi, (510) 656-4256. 





Layouts, all scales, eras and proto- 
types. Club and home layouts wel- 
come toapply. Contact Bill Kaufman, 
623 Las Colindas, San Rafael, CA 
94903 (415) 491-0543. 


_ a beautiful job with the display, so now 





by Bill Everett 


ety of San Diego chartered a three car set 
of LRV’s. We rode all day and covered 
thenew mission valley westline that was 
set toopen oneweek later. Thenwewent 
ce isit th b out the El Cajon line and also toured the 

hen you visit the museum be sure tO shops and yards. San Diego nowhas a 
viewthe two displays that are in front of total of 123LRV setsand businessisvery 
the auditonum onthe mezzanine level. good: It’s so good to see such a well run. 
One contains my traction models and system with the employee pride, which 


one contains Bill Hoffman’s models. shows. All the cars look like new. even 
These models are now the property of the original cars. They were completely 


ne museum. teva Sonata enaugh rebuilding one original car which had 
models so that the models can be been inanaccident 


rotated in the display from time totime. 
Twenty-two models are presently on 
display in my display. 


September came and | got to the Cali- 
fomia State Railroad Museum at Sacra- 
mento. Yes, the display is up. They did 


My next project will be to build a model of 
the new 3 section low level LRV’s being 
built for Tri-met in Portland. Thesewill be 
the first low level cars to operate in the 
United States. These cars are being built 
by the Siemans Duewag Co. of Germany, 
however the cars are being assembled at 
their plantin Sacramento. Thecars sitso 
close to the ground that no steps or 
platforms are required at the stops. | was 
able to secure a set of drawings from 
Siemans Duewag. 


In October | attended the PSR conven- 
tion at the Pomona Fairplex. | did not 
see any PCR members there, in fact 
they only had a total attendance of just 
over 100 persons. It was sad but they 
had a breakdown of members running 
the convention. There was no modules 
set up, nor merchants display. | en- 
joyed myself by going on layout drives, 
but the whole convention was a let- 
down, however, the hotel Wes the best As| write this article 1998 is almost here. 
- food and service were superior. Hope to see all of you at Modesto. And 


don't forget to enter your traction model in 


In November | ventured to San Diego. the traction contest. That is what it's all 
The Electrical Railway Historical Soci- snout 


Lae. 
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Alan Rogersat the 1997 PCR Train Showin Bakersfield with a new line of beautiful, 
built-up structure kits. You'll want to be there in Modesto in 1998 for the many 
"goddies” that will be displayed. Photo by Rod Smith 
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Made in the PER 


GETZ GAS WAREHOUSE 
by Builders in Scale 


Review by Dave Connery 


By my own definition, this structure kit doesn't really qualify as 
being “Made in the PCR’, but the product of the modeled 
industry is! Compressed Gas from PCR President Charlie 
Getz, aproduct we all have to suffer with every time Charlie gets 
his hands on a microphone. The kit is an HO craftsman 
structure designed and produced by Jim and Jan Haggard, who 
own Builders in Scale. If you have never built one of their HO 
orO scale kits you really ought to, they are fun, look great when 
completed and serve as an excellent training ground for 
scratch building projects you may later undertake. 


This building represents a small, rail serviced distribution 
company of compressed gas and welding supplies. On my 
SC&T layout it will become the office for the Standard Oil 
distributor in Sonora. This kit isin Builders in Scale’s Evening 
Express series and while | think it would take most modelers 
more than one evening, it can certainly be completed in two or 
at the most three evenings. The box contains laser cut siding 
and dock surface pieces, various sizes of strip wood, a bag of 
beautiful white metal castings, several sizes of brass wire, 
composition roofing material, window glazing material, metal 
sign backing, printed cardboard for the floor and sub-roof, a set 
of drawings, six sides of detailed, step-by-step instructions and 
a page of wonderful colored signs. 


These signs, by the way, were Made in the PCR, actually by 
Charlie Getz’s Classic Signs Ltd. company. Charlie produced 
an exquisite range of some 30+ Sign Sets, some aimed at N, 
some HO, some S, O and G scales and suitable from the 
1880's to the 1960's. | understand that Charlie has recently 
sold this sideline business and it is no longer located “in the 
PCR’. 


After reviewing the instructions and plans | began by cleaning 
up and spray painting the castings with Floquil Foundation. | 
next prepared the siding material by adding nail holes with a 
pounce wheel and then scribing in some board ends and split 
boards. All wood was then weathered with a fairly heavy mix 
of india ink and alcohol. At this time | also weathered the 
castings that were supposed to represent wood with this same 
mixture. The actual construction went well and | followed Jim's 
great instructions, checking off each step as | completed it. | 


Made mm the PCR is a regular Branch Line article featuring 
products made within the Pacific Coast Region - permiting 
us to knowa bit more about local companiesand products. 


Please consider writing a review of a locally produced 
product. Manufacturers should see ifone of your customers 
would be interested in submitting areview. 
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used carpenters yellow glue for all 
wood to wood, cardboard or paper joints 
and medium viscosity ACC for all metal 
to metal or wood and for adding the 
glazing. | dry-brushed the siding mate- 
rial with very light strokes of Antique 
White and the trim pieces with equally 
light strokes of Tuscan, this over the 
-pre-stained alcohol weathering. | high- 
lighted the nail holes | had previously 
made with a raw ocher artists pencil to 
simulate rust stains. Unfinished wood 
surfaces (decks and sliding doors) were 
left in just the weathered wood look. 
After the roof was finished | went back 
oversome parts of the completed model 
with a light mixture of the ink and 
alcohol mixture to blend everything in. 
The final steps are adding signs, light- 
ing if you desire and the many fine 
castings - after you complete their final 
painting. 





This small building uses less than 4” X 
5” and is generic enough to be used for 
a wide range of small, rail served, 
distributors. I’m anxious to get my 
model on the layout because, like all 
Builders in Scale models, it is a real 
scene stealer. 


Builders in Scale islocated at PO Box 
441432, Aurora, CO and produce a 
wonderful selection of marvelous lim- 
ited run structures along with 14 of 
these Evening Express Kits. They also 
produce Model Foundry kits in O, a 
complete line of O scale white metal 
castings, a wide selection of 
scratchbuilding and detailing parts and 
the well known line of Switchmaster 
slow motion switch machines. 


Sorry Charlie, but this "dig" was just 
too good to pass up! 


ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM 


Jack Burgess, MMR 
PCR Achievement Chairperson 


Arequirement of any of the categories of the 
Achievement Programis completion and sub- 
mittal of a Statement of Qualifications, or 
SOQ. The basic SOQ includes a description 
of the work accomplished by the modeler in 
compliance with the category requirements, 
and possibly a witness affidavit by two or 
more NMRA members affirming that the work 
listed was completed. In some cases, the 
SOQ must be accompanied by other docu- 
mentation listing how the category accom- 
plishments were completed. 


Noone likes paper work, especially when itis 
related toa hobby effort and doesn’t seem to 
contribute to their hobby skills. It is often 


‘stated as the sole reason for not participating 


inthe Achievement Program. (Sound famil- 
iar? | have heard the same comments as an 
excuse for not entering the modeling con- 
test!) 


However, without this documentation, there 
is no way to know what a modeler has done, 
especially when there are certain standards 
for participation inthe Achievement Program. 
The Achievement Program is designed to 
encourage better modeling, increase a 
modeler’s overall skills, and to recognize 
outstanding work. It is not a program to 
simply indicate what a modeler has com- 
pleted—the work must stand above the norm. 
if a modeler really wants to participate in this 
program, they need to take the few minutes 
necessary to complete the required docu- 
mentation. 


Most SOQs can be quite simple to complete. 
For example, the Master Builder - Cars certifi- 
cate requires that you build eight operable 
scale models of railroad cars (with at least 
four different types of cars represented, each 
one super-detailed, and atleast four of which 
are scratch-built), and you must score at 
least 87 % points on four of the eight models. 
The SOQ therefore must list these eight 
models by description (B&O 40' boxcar. etc.) 
Since you must receive at least 87 ’4 points 
for half of the models, the easiest way to 
satisfy that requirement is to enter them ina 
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divisional or regional modeling contest 
which uses the standard NMRA scoring 
system. At Coast Division meets, for 
example, models can be entered for scor- 
ing purposes only and not in the actual 
competition if desired. Attaching copies 
of the model contest judging forms is an 
easy way to document this portion of the 
requirements. If you enter all eight models 
inmodeling contests, attaching the model 
contest judging forms can easily satisfy 
the entire documentation portion of the 
requirements by listing the amount of work 
done, listing the super-detailing effort, etc. 


Some AP categories, such as Master 
Builder - Scenery, also require that you 
document how you satisfied the category 
requirements with a description of the 
work completed. This can be in a simple 
outline form if desired. However, you 
might take the tack of Boone Morrison 
who has completed a series of articles for 
the Narrow Gauge and Short Line Gazette 
outlining his scenery, trackwork, and con- 
trol systems, and then attached copies of 
those articles to satisfy the documenta- 
tion phase. Those articles then com- 
pleted the requirements for Model Raii- 
road Author! 


If you are struggling with completion of the 
documentation phase of an AP Certifi- 
cate, let me knowand | will provide sarnples 
of other applications to help you. 


| am happy to report that two more AP 
Certificates have been awarded by the 
Achievement Program Chairman toPCR 
members. Judith B. Malichock. the AF 
Chairman for the Hawaii Division. has 
been awarded a certificate for Model Rail- 
road Author. Gil Stratton. who has been 
active in the Coast Division Contest pro- 
gram, has been awarded a cenificate for 
Master Builder - Cars. Congratulations to 
both of you! 


In November, four more Goiden Spike 
awards were made. They wers awardedto 
Charles Pigott Jr . Jim North Fred Alters 
and Sydney Mason. al! in the Cayitgn 
Division. 

If you are interested in the AP Program or 
Golden Spike Program. contact re ¢ 
more details. My phone numbe’ address 
and e-mail address are listed ir the Car: 
Board on Page 2. 
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DIVISION AND CLUB ACTIVITIES 


WEST BAY CLUB 


SONOMA COUNTY MODEL 
RAILROAD SOCIETY 


The SCMRS is dedicated to the develop- 
ment and expansion of the hobby of model 
railroading in Sonoma County. The group 
is planning, in addition to traditional model 
railroading activities on the new HO scale 
layout currently under construction, an 
on-going involvement with the Boys & 
Girls Club and other youth organizations. 
The SCMRS will offer programs to the 
youth organizations, which will enable 
their members toleam and experience the 
varied skills and techniques used in the 
construction and operation of a model 
railroad. 


The group meets the 2nd Thursday of each 
month at the Boys & Girls Club of Santa 
Rosa at the comer of Hahman Dr. & Patio 
Ct. The location is one block east of 
Farmers Lane next to Montgomery Vil- 
lage. Meetings start at 7:30 PM and 
memberships are open. 


Should the idea of joining in and helping to 
design, build, and operate a permanent 
layout with the added bonus of working 
with young people interest you, please 
contact Howard Brown at (707)578-0640 
or e-mail to howardb@sonic.net. 


SACRAMENTO 
MODULAR 
RAILROADERS 


We're a club for all model railroaders, 
beginners or experienced. Our inter- 
changeable modules can connect in vari- 
ous ways to quickly set up a portable 
model railroad in many sizes and shapes. 
The club owns two large switch yards, the 
comer modules, end loops and some 
equipment. Members own the remaining 
modules and rolling stock. Wehavealot 
of fun and always welcome visitors or 
prospective members to our meetings. 
Activities include public shows, club op- 
erating meetings and co-sponsorship of 
Intemational Railfaireach November. For 
information call Dick Witzens at (916) 
966-4592 


The West Bay Model Railroad Associa- 
tion celebrated 50 years of existence in 
1996! We operate a large layout that 
features three scales: O, S, and HO. 
We're always seeking qualified new 
members as we continue to update scen- 
ery, trackwork, and electrical systems. 
The club meets on Wednesday nights. 
Work sessions are the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday, business meeting starts at 
8 PM on the 2nd Wednesday, and open 
house from 7 - 10 PM onthe 4th Wednes- 
day of each month. The Club is located 
at 1090 Merrill Street in Menlo Park, 
housed inthe buff-colored freight building 
just south of the CalTrain Station. Con- 
tact us any Wednesday night for more 
information on (415) 322-0685. 





TRI-CITIES MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB 
The Tri-Cities Club meets in the restored 


Niles Depot at 36997 Mission Blivd., Fre- 
mont. The club has both N and HO scale 


layouts. The HO layout is being rebuilt. 
Members in both scales are welcome. 
Work nights are Friday, the business 
meeting is the 1st Tuesday of the Month 
and operating session are on the 1st and 
3rd Sunday. For more information contact 
Stanley Keiser on (510) 791-1504. 





WALNUT CREEK MODEL 
RAILROAD SOCIETY 


The Walnut Creek Model Railroad Club 
holds regular monthly public operating 
sessions on the third Sunday, from 1-5 
and the last Friday of each month from 8- 
10 PM. Membership is open to all inter- 
ested in HO Scale. The club will be 
embarking on some exciting new projects 
this year. For more information come to 
the club building any Friday night. The 
club is located at 2751 Buena Vista Ave. 
(Larkey Park), Walnut Creek, CA. Phone 
(510)937-1888 [recorder]. Visit our web 
site at www.well.com/user/aleks/DVL. 
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COAST DIVISION MEET 


The Coast Division's next quarterly meet- 
ing will be held on Sunday, March 1, 
1998 in Fremont at the Califomia School 
forthe Deaf, 39350 Gallaudet Drive. Itis 
at the comer of Gallaudet Dr. and 
Stevenson Bivd. and easily accessible 
from |-680 and |I-880. Two clinics are 
scheduled. Tony Thompson will give one 
on Layout Operations, and Rod Smith 
will present the other titled "The Severn 
Valley Designs a Yard". In addition to 
the clinics, the meet will include amodel 
contest, a photo contest, the switching 
contest, a brief business meeting, and 
the usual Coast Division Auction. Also, 
there will be door prizes and a raffle, so 
bring your luck! For those hunger pangs, 
the Rainbow Girls will operate their 
snackbar for our refreshment. Itall starts 
at 9:30, with clinics at 10 and 11. | hope 
you will mark your calendars. All model- 
ers are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. If you need further information, 
contact Rod Smith, 40330 Monte Ct., 
Fremont CA 94538, or call (510)657- 
3362. 


CALIFORNIA CENTRAL 
MODEL RAILROAD CLUB 


The California Central Model Railroad Club 
is located in the old Agnew depot (Santa 
Clara) of the Southern Pacific. The ad- 
dress is 4185 Bassett Street, but a better 
landmark is that we are directly across 
from the Lafayette Street main gate lead- 
ing to the Agnew State Hospital. 


The HO club layout occupies the entire 
inside of the structure measuring 15° by 
50’. The theme is westem railroading 
running loosely from the Bay Area to 
Southern Oregon, but with several liber- 
ties taken to include favorite geographical 
sites. This is a point-to-point design 
consisting of two divisions, one being 
double tracked andthe other singletrack. 
There is also a substantial branch line 
operation running up in the mountains. 
We meet on Friday nights from around 
7:30 until 11 PM. Official club operating 
sessions are held on the first and last 
Fridays of each month. If further informa- 
tionis desired, please call (408) 988-4449 
on operating nights, or contact Wayne 
Cohenat (408) 779-0707. 





DIVISION AND CLUB ACTIVITIES 





PENINSULA 
MODEL RAILROAD 
ASSOCIATION 


Established in 1947, the Peninsula Model 
Railroad is celebrating its 50" year in 
association with the San Mateo County 
Expo Center and Fairgrounds. 


The PMRR “Califomia Northern” layoutis 
32X60 in HO scale. Located in Redwood 
Hall, itisa generic era model of Northern 
Califomia from the Coastal Redwoods to 
the Sierra Snowsheds. The mainline is 
over 700’ of hand laid track with branch 
lines (some dual gauge) and large yards. 


The club meets on Friday evenings and 
newmembers are welcome. Prospective 
new members and visitors are invited to 
stop down on aFriday evening after 8PM, 
except for the second Friday. of each 
month. That day is set aside for the 
business meeting when we are typically 
not open or operating. For more informa- 
tion call the layout at (650) 345-2294 or 
Kerry Cochran, President, at (650) 952- 
7127. 


VALLEJO MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB 


The Vallejo Model Railroad Clubwammly 
invites fellow model railroaders of all ages 
and scales to visit the Club at its home 
and layout in the Civic Building, 900 
Fairgrounds Drive, across from Marine 
World/Africa-USA, off I-80 and Highway 
37 in Vallejo. 


The VMRC is openeach Wednesday and 
Friday evening, holidays excepted, start- 
ing at 7:00 PM and has both ‘N’ and ‘HO’ 
scale model railroads, the “Vallejo and 
Solano Westem”. To reach the Civic 
Building, exit off Highway 37 onto Fair- 
grounds Parkway and turn onto Sage 
Street. Enter the Fairgrounds via Gate 
#1. There is ample parking and easy 
access intothe building. For information, 
write to: PO Box 4057, Vallejo, CA94590 
or telephone the club at (707) 643-1809. 
This line has an answering machine. 
Roger Lambert, Secretary, may be con- 
tacted at (707) 552-1768. 











BAY AREA "S" SCALERS 


Modelers in "S" or Sn3_ scale in the San 
Francisco Bay Area get together at a 
member's home every other month (nor- 
mally the 3rd Saturday of odd numbered 
months) to exchange ideas and viewthe 
host's layout. Several of the members 
are into modules and they are usually 
assembled at the meetings when space 
is available. 

























SOUTH BAY HISTORICAL 
RAILROAD SOCIETY 


The South Bay Historical Railroad Society 
invites interested modelers to visit us in 
the historic Santa Clara CalTrain Depot, 
1005 Railroad Avenue, Santa Clara, CA. 
Featured is our large HO and N scale 
operating layouts, as well as live full-size 
railroading action just outside the building. 
Wealso maintain a museum of interesting 
railroad artifacts, including working sig- 
nals. Phone (408) 243-3969 for more 
information about our group. Prospective 
new members are welcome to visit the 

society on Tuesdays, 7:00 PM to 10:00 
PM or Saturdays, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 


Anewsletter is published bimonthly and 
distributed to members. 


Individuals interested in the group or try- 
ing"S" scale may contact Lee Johnson, 
2472 Lanat Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 
94596, phone (510)943-1590 or they may 
contact Barney Daehler, 16041 Penn 
Avenue, San Lorenzo, CA 94580 phone 
(510)276-6168. 






If you would like to have your club shows, division meets, etc. announced in the 
newsletter of the Pacific Coast Region, send the information to Dave Connery, 3408 
Lanai Or., San Ramon, CA 94583 
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SILICON VALLEY 
MODEL RAILROAD 
CLUB 


The club meets Friday evenings (and 
sorne Wednesdays) between 7:30 and 
11PM. Themodular HO club has a2000 
sq ft facility with an operational layout 
featuring double track mainline. a 24 foot 
long 11 track yard and permanent moun- 
tain grade sections under construction. 
We utilize a computerized multiple train 
order system for monthly operating ses- 
sions. The club is located at 700 Kings 
Row #26, near the 101 and 880 freeway 
intersection. For more information call 
Jules Schlechter, President (408) 377- 
5491. 


GOLDEN EMPIRE 
MODEL RAILROAD 
CLUB 


January 17" & 18" - Bakersfield, Golden 
Empire Model Railroad Club's Annual 
After Christmas Train Show, Kem County 
Fairgrounds, 1142 South“P” Street. 10:00 
AM - 4:00 PM, both days. $3.00 admis- 
sion, kids 12 and under free. Raffle draw- 
ing fora HO scale layout and hourly door 
prizes. Contact Doug Wagner at 8C5- 
589-0391. 


SACRAMENTO MODEL 
RAILROAD CLUB 


The Sacramento Model Railroad Clud is 
over 60 years old. nowwith a permanent 
home ina building purchased by a group 
of the club members in 1987. The Sierra 
Central Railroad has both standard gauge 
HO and narrow gauge HOn3 divisions 
Enthusiastic new members are always 
welcome regardless of expenence level 
The club is located at 1990 Grand Ave 
Sacramento, CA and can be reached cn 
(916)927-3618. Interested prospective 
members can stop in on Wednesday or 
Friday evenings after 7:30 PM 


DIVISION DIRECTOR ELECTION FOR PERIOD MAY 1998 - MAY 2000 


RED DIRECTOR CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 


Gus Campagna - Hi! I'm running for PCR Director for the Redwood Empire Division. ! first became interested in model trains with 
my dad's Lionel setup in our garage in the mid-fifties. My first attempt at scale modeling came in the early eighties with a shelf-type 
switching layout in my first house in Sonoma. My current layout is an HO scale freelanced pike ina bam in Petaluma. My next layout, 
ascale model of the California Western RR from Fort Bragg to Willits, is in the planning stage. | attendeda PSR convention in 1985 
and the PCR convention in 1986 and became a big fan of Conventions. I’ve worked on most of the PCR conventions since then, and 
attended three National onesas well. | have been Superintendent, Chief Clerk, CALLBOARD Editor, Contest Chairperson, and Train 
Show Coordinator for the R.E.D. As Director I'll continue to work on behalf of the Division. 


COAST DIRECTOR CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 


Dave Connery - I've been your Coast Division Director for the past two years and would like the opportunity to serve you in this 
capacity for a second two years. In this position | have represented the Coast Division at all PCR Board Meetings, bringing Coast 
Division members concerns and ideas to the Region Board and Officers. In addition | have been an active member of the Coast 
Division Board, involved in Coast Division activities as well as continuing as PCR's Branch Line editor. There continues to be aneed 
within our organization to concentrate on providing quality member services in a way that recognizes and values every individual 
member. At the same time, as the governing organization of the hobby, we need to continue to find ways of opening our doors to 
more modelers. The next two years are going to be busy ones in PCR as we host the NMRA National Convention in 2000. | have 
servedonthe committee that is organizing this event from the start and continue as Chair of Outside Activities for the 2000 Convention 
as well as a member of the oversight committee. PCR is the sponsoring organization and close links between the PCR Board and 
the Convention Committee are critical. If re-elected | will continue to do my best to represent Coast Division as well as work for an 
ever improving Pacific Coast Region and would appreciate your support. 
BRERRBESBRBBRBRBERBERERBRSBSERBEBRSEREGRRERBSERERERERSBRBSBRBRBRRPRPRBRSBRPRERBRSRBRBRRBRBRBRBSERSRBBBRSBERBRORB BEES 


SIERRA DIRECTOR CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 


Dennis Hill - Hello everyone, I'm Dennis Hill and| am currently Sierra Division Director. |am running for this position for a second 
term. | have enjoyed doing the things associated with this office for the last two years and would like to continue as your representative 
in PCR. | have been fortunate to serve and represent Sierra Division members and would like to continue if re-elected. | have been 
in PCR since 1987 and am currently Chairman for Valley Zephyr 98, your annual convention. After the convention, | will continue 
to represent all members in any way | can. This includes the office of Director if re-elected, but no matter what, | will continue to 
be arepresentative to all Model Railroaders and anyone else that | meet. Thank You. No matter who you prefer, PLEASE VOTE! 


Debbie "Spike"Joyner - The best way to represent the members of the Sierra Division is to listen to their concerns and their 
solutions. The strength of any division comes from its members. From what I've seen at the 1998 convention committee meetings, 
the Sierra Division is alive and well. You can be proud of your division. | bring ten years of experience from the Redwood Empire 
Division. While a member there | worked on programs, contests, and regional conventions. O Scale West and Coast Division 
auctions are also places | like to visit. The best place for friends and fellow modelers is in your own home town. | recently moved 
to Sacramento. | found the model railroad natives friendly and opento newcomers. The best thing | can say is that | will represent 
the Sierra Division to the region in the best way | know how. Thanks for reading this. Spike Joyner 


SHEE RRBSZERBREESBERBSRSRSESSSRSBRSBRBRBSERBRSSERBBERSBRBRBRBSSSBSERSSRSBRESSBERBPRRBRSRSSRBSRBRCBRZER BRR CSSBSBRBRBBERB SBE 
DAYLIGHT DIRECTOR CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 


Bill Scott - If | am elected, this will be my second and last term as your director. Serving on the PCR Board is something | have 
enjoyed doing, and with your support | look forward to serving one more term. There are not any real pressing issues that | can tell 
you that | willorwillnot support. While | support the ongoing effort to receive 501(c)3 tax status, | don’t feel we are getting anywhere 
(this has been going on since 1982 at least) and am ready to propose a deadline to succeed, or end the effort. There have been 
some major changes in the contest rules, both regional and national. Some of you like them; some don't. | will always be willing 
to listen to your concerns and carry them to the board. The contest is very important to me and | take it very seriously that it be 
fair and meaningful to as many members as possible. Since | have served as PCR President, | feel |am the only one on the Board 
who can keep Charles Getz in line, especially after the Tehachapi fiasco at Bakersfield. 
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National Model Railroad Association 
PACIFIC COAST REGION 


PCR DIVISION DIRECTORS BALLOT 


Instructions for Election: 


Oo nh WN = 


oon 


. Election starts with receipt of ballot (Branchline mailed approximately January 15, 1998). 

. All ballots must be postmarked no later than March 15, 1998. 

. Mark the ballot indicating your Division. 

. Vote only for the Director from your Division. 

. You may write in a candidate of your choice. However, the candidate must be willing to serve if 


elected. 


. Voting for more than one candidate or voting out of your Division will void your ballot. The 


postmark on the Ballot will be used to verify your Division. 


. Do not make any other marks on the ballot. 
. Fold in thirds so that the return address is showing, and tape the ballot closed. 
. The ballot is considered a first class letter, and requires 32¢ postage. 


Mark an X after your Division and vote only in that block. 


Mark an X after your choice for Division Director (vote for one candidate only). 






COAST DIVISION 


DAYLIGHT DIVISION 


WRITE-IN CANDIDATE 


HAWAIIAN DIVISION 


WRITE-IN CANDIDATE 




















REDWOOD EMPIRE 
DIVISION 


Gus Campagna 


WRITE-IN CANDIDATE 


SIERRA DIVISION 
Debbie Joyner 


WRITE-IN CANDIDATE 


Postage 
32¢ 


PCR Ballot Chairman 
Denise Showalter 
132 Westfield Circle 
Danville, CA 94526 
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WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBERS 









































MEMBERSHIP 
(July - November 1997) By Carl “Tiny” Carsten 
PCR Membership Promotion Chair- 
OUT OF REGION SIERRA DIVISION person 
Rick Allen Foothill Ranch, CA Robert Borger Sacramento, CA 
Ken Allen San Marcos, CA Mel Foster Tracy, CA Tobegin with | would like to thank all the 
Charles Hart Poway, CA Myles Gray Gold River, CA concientous members who gave up their 
Gus Mistrot Houston, TX Peter Hahn Reno, NV time to help with membership booths at 
Bernice Mistrot Houston, TX John Hoffmann Modesto, CA the shows this past quarter, the GATS 
Ai Slatilla Lake Havasu City, AZ Alfred Houston Fair Oaks, CA shows, Greenberg Shows and Interna- 
Carson City RR AssocCarson City, NV | tional Railfair. You all did your best in 
DAYLIGHT DIVISION Robert Robson Antelope, CA helping me and | certainty appreciate all 
J Richard Campbell Lake Isabella, CA James Siegel Gold River, CA the help | can get. Please remember 
John Drazin Bakersfield, CA Allan Smith Sonora, CA thatwe still have numerous GATS shows 
Arbutus Mcelrath Dos Palos, CA scheduled for 1998 (Jan 24 & 25 in 
Roger Nickell Ridgecrest, CA REDWOOD EMPIRE DIVISION Sacramento, February 13 & 14 in Daly 
Adam Otten Bakersfield, CA Albert Ballinger Fairfield, CA City and March 13 & 14 in Stockton as 
Alan Rogers Bakersfield, CA Willy Fogg Fortuna, CA well as another Greenberg Show next 
Russell Shervem Jr Fresno, CA Morgan Griffiths Corte Madera, CA} December 5 and 6, 1998. 
Ken Thompson Atwater, CA Richard Hendrickson Cotati, CA 
Shirley Thompson Atwater, CA Scott Lyall Willits, CA 
Tammie Wagner Bakersfield, CA Ron Plies Fortuna, CA As President Charlie Getz says, “Carl 
Bea Zavattari Visalia, CA Harold Rueckert Santa Rosa, CA | needshelp”. And| agree with him, | do. 
That is atall the shows | have us signed 
COAST DIVISION HAWAIIAN DIVISION up for and so far they have all been 
Bob Bell San Jose, CA Richard Gaspard —_ Honolulu, HI authorized as listed. We really need 
W Cameron Coltharp San Francisco, CA more new members and with the new 
Douglas Coward Fremont, CA dues increase it might be harder to 
Al Dalcher Los Gatos, CA i convince le, so we have to try 
Robert Fimms Redwood City, CA Invite your model harder. pe 
Ricardo Fogel Fremont, CA railroading friends to 
Richard Gill Benicia, CA join the NMRA - PCR. So far membership is steady with a few 
Byron Henderson San Jose, CA - ng: ups and downs but is in a holding 
Agustin Higareda San Jose, CA Use the application on pattern Lets not let it slip. Renew as 
Robert Jackson Fremont, CA page 23 of this issue soon as you get your notice. | thank 
Bruce Jahn Livermore, CA ; you. 
Richard Jayne Sunnyvale, CA to sign them up. 
Michael Laine San Jose, CA The annual PCR Convention is one of 
Hiraarwadd a Franc’sco. a MEMBERSHIP - it's your most valuable member benefits. 
onn Macy an Leandro, ‘ i r'98 now! See pages 12-18! 
Gary Mccurdy Pacifica, CA everybody's job! Signup fo pes 
Robert Novak Hayward, CA 
Anne Ogborm San Jose, CA MEMBERSHIP TOTALS 
Christopher Palermo Redwood City, CA 


George Pinsonneault Aptos, CA 


Donald Pomplun 

Leo Prescott 

Ken Reiter 

Adrianus Schrauwen 

Homer Sterios 
Frederick Trapnell 

Jan Van Der Veen 

Richard Wagner 

Tom Wolfrum 

Mrs Wolfrum 

David Woo 

Emmet Zaworski 


San Ramon, CA 
Hayward, CA 

San Jose, CA 
Palo Alto, CA 
Alameda, CA 

Los Altos Hills, CA 
Fremont, CA 

San Francisco, CA 
Orinda, CA 
Orinda, CA 

San Francisco, CA 
San Jose, CA 





as of December 1, 1997 


REG FAM TOTAL 
DAYLIGHT 107 15 122 
COAST 580 32 612 
SIERRA 184 12 196 
REDWOOD EMPIRE 128 9 137 
HAWAIIAN 13 0 13 
OUT OF REGION 120 2 122 
TOTAL 1132 70 1202 
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“ALL ABOARD” the 


VALLEY ZEPHYR 98 


1998 PCR CONVENTION 
MODESTO, CALIFORNIA 
APRIL 29 - MAY 3, 1998 





The PCR has traditionally had some great Conventions, the VALLEY ZEPHYR 98 will continue that tradition. The Convention 
will be held at the beautiful DoubleTree Hotel in Downtown Modesto, California. The accommodations are “first class”. 
Atthe Convention Hotel/Center: 

Clinics: more than 20 on a wide variety of Prototype and Modeling topics 

Train Show: modular and display layouts, and commercial exhibits 

Auction: administered by the Coast Division ee 

Contests: NMRA and Favorite Train popular vote 

Hobo Breakfast 

Sunday Breakfast 

Videos 

Special activities for young Model Railroaders 
At other locations: 

Prototype Tours: UP Tour, M&ET/ST&E Tour 

California State Railroad Museum Tour 

Bar-B-Q/Banquet 

Sierra Railroad Train Ride and Shop Tour 





Layout Tours: Nearly 30 layouts will be open The Convention Car isan accurate HO scale model of 

Non-rail activities: the prototype Foster Farms grain hopper. It is 
Art Gallery and Exhibit available with six different numbers, so you can own 
Local History Tour and Walk one, two, ora fleet. See order form on page 18 or call 
Hershy Chocolate Factory Tour (209) 669-6816 for more information on these cars. 
Games and Hospitality Room Photo by Don Schmitt 
Luncheon 





The DoubleTree Hotel towers over Downtown Modesto. The old GP40#677 (formally MKT 242 and organically CR 3122) leads 
Tidewater Southern (now UP) track runsdown the middle of 9th atrain southbound on Sth Street in 1996. The bridge over the 


Street. The Southern Pacific (now UP) mainline is out ofthe _tfain is the walkway between the DoubleTree Hotel and the 
picture to the left. Photo by Don Schmitt ——- Parking garage. Photo by Forest Jackson 
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VALLEY ZEPHYR ‘98 SECTION INDEX 


Plan now on attending another great PCR Convention, this years it is 


VALLEY ZEPHYR ‘98 to be held at the Modesto Convention Center and 
Double Tree Inn, adjacent toawholeworld of prototype railroading. We've 
included alot of information in this section to help you find reasons tojoin 


us in Modesto April 29th to May 3rd. Belowis an index of what is here: 


General Convention Information 
Registration Desk Hours 
Youth Activities 

Non-Rail Tours 

Clinics 

Special Contest 

Layout Tours 

Prototype Tours 

Registration Application 

Quilt Patches Needed 


VALLEY ZEPHYR ’98 


REGISTRATION DESK HOURS 


by Ed Pultz, Registrar 


Wed., Apr29 10:00 a.m. till 9:00 p.m. 
Thur., Apr.30 8:30 a.m. till 11:30 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. till 4:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m. 
Fri., May 1 8:30 a.m. till 11:30 a.m. 
es - & 13 12:30 p.m. till 4:30 p.m, 
Page 14 6:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m. 
Page 14 Sat., May 2 8:30 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. 
Page 14 Send in your registration form (see pages 17 & 
Page 14 18) today to: 
Page 15 iad , 
Page 16 Ed Pultz, Registrar 
Page 17 & 18 Valley Zephyr '98 
P.O. Box 8398 
Page 19 


Woodland, CA 95776-8398 








Modesto & Empire Traction GE 70 tonners 
#604 and #605 on the “Main Line” along 
Yosemite Street. Trains are hard to follow 
because most switching operations are 
far from public access. 





All photos this page by Don Schmitt 


The former Southern Pacific Station is 
one block from the Hotel. It is now the 
Modesto Transportation Center, but the 
only trains are the freights highballing on 
the UP (former SP) mainline. 
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VALLEY ZEPHYR 98 fun for Model Railroaders of all ages. 





This former ATSF steam locomotiveison 
display in nearby Beard Brook Park. 
There isa proposal to sell it to an organi- 
zation which is capable of restoring it to 
operating condition. 





SPECIAL - SPECIAL 
FAVORITE TRAIN CONTEST 


Norman M. Morris 


In addition to the full list of regular PCR 
contests, the host committee of the 98 
PCR Convention will host a special con- 
test. Any member may enter, all you will 
need is a train and a display track to place 
iton. The display track may be flex track, 
or any straight track that your train can be 
placed on, but may not be longer than six 
feet. There shall be three categories, N 
scale, HO scale, and O scale. Judging will 
be done by vote of the members. Awards 
will be given to 1st, 2nd. and 3 place winner 
in each category. 


CLINICS AT VALLEY ZEPHYR 
98 


by Bob Burns, Clinic Chairman 


The Clinics at Valley Zephyr ’98 will be 
something you won't wantto miss. Just to 
wet your appetite, here are a few of the 
many in store for you. 


Clinic: “Tumouts - What youneedtoknow’ 
Clinician: Richard Kolm 

Tumouts, or switches as some railroaders 
call them, come in a variety of sizes and 
types. Rich will cover the practical as- 
pects of selecting and using turnouts in 
layout design: the compromises applied 
in modeling installation and gauging; ideas 
for smooth and reliable train operation; 
options for feeding track power and de- 
vices for throwing switches. 

Skill Level: All 


Clinic: “Laser Cut Kits - An Updated Ap- 
proach” 

Clinician: Charlie Getz 

Leam the latest in techniques and tips for 
building and modifying Laser Cut structure 
kits in any scale. This popular how to 
Clinic is for beginners or experts and has 
been expanded to include new products 
and techniques. If you tried one (1) or one- 
hundred (100) Laser Cut Kits or plan to one 
day, this clinic is for you. 

Skill Level: All 


Clinic: “Prototype Inter-modal - Modeling 
the Real World” 
Clinician: Dan Smith 





$ SENDINYOURREGISTRATION ¢ 
° FORM TODAY ° 
° SEE PAGES 17 & 18 ° 


This clinic will cover the “DO’S and 
DON'TS’ of modeling prototype inter-modal 
operations. Slides and overheads will 
illustrate real world operating practices, 
era specific equipment, weathering and 
detailing. 

Skill Level: All 


Clinic: “Build a Track Cleaning Car” 
Clinician: Jerry Littlefield 

A“hands on’ clinic where the participants 
can walk outwith an operating track clean- 
ing car. The participants will build their 
own car with the assistance of Jerry and 
his assistants. 

Skill Level: Beginner 


Clinic: “Anxiety Free Backdrops #2” 
Clinicians: David Biondi & Katie Smith 
Dave and Katie will demonstrate the sim- 
plified techniques used to paint the rolling 
hills of deciduous trees on either coast 
and a dry brush technique for adding fall 
color. Abrief slide presentation of Rod and 
Katie Smith's railroad will illustrate the 
simplified application. This will include 
some audience participation and a hand- 
out. 

Skill Level: All 


There will be clinics on building moun- 
tains, layout design, kit-bashing and many 
more. Clinicians will include Jim 
Providenza, Charlie Pigott (aka Tree-man). 
Others include Cindy Winters, Dave 
Connery, BobPethoud, Brad and Brendan 
Lloyd and many others. The clinics are 
reason by themselves to be at the Valley 
Zephyr '98Convention in Modesto April 29 
to May 3, 1998. 
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YOUTH CLINICS AT VALLEY 
ZEPHYR ’98 


by Seth Milam - Youth Chairperson 


I'm planning aclinic for young modelers at 
the Convention where we will show howto 
complete basic freight car kits. To dothis 
INEED YOURHELP! If youhave anMDC 
or Athem car or two you would be willing to 
donate to the clinic | would greatly appre- 
ciate it. My plan is to have a kit for every 
attendee to complete. You can get them 
to me (Seth Milam) either at the Sierra 
Division Meet in Rancho Cordova on Feb- 
ruary 1° or the Coast Division Meet on 
March 1* in Fremont. If youcan’t get them 
to me at either of these events, then 
please bring them to the Convention in 
Modesto and get them to me there. | will 
also be conducting a clinic on modeling 
the Sierra Railroad at the Convention. 






VALLEY ZEPHYR ‘98 
NON-RAIL PROGRAM 


Pam Milam - Non Rail Chairperson 


We haveavery interesting and full non-rail 
program for spouses and guests. The 
hospitality room at the Double Tree Hote! 
will be open beginning at 1 PM Wednes- 
day, April 29 and remain available to non- 
rails until Saturday, May 2. Here is a 
tentative schedule of non-rail activities. 


Wednesday, April 29 
Spring Art Show — Gallo Wineries 


Administration Building 
Central California Art League Gallery 


Thursda ril30 
Walking Tour of downtown antique 
shops 


McHenry Mansion Tour — Restored 
10,000 square foot 19" century 
mansion 

Hershey Chocolate Factory Tour 


Friday, May 1 
Bunkco — group dice game — FUN and 


sometimes LOUD 
Luncheonat Harvest Moon Restaurant 


| am also hoping to schedule some pre- 
sentations and demonstrations at the ho- 
tel. 


LAYOUT TOURS AT VALLEY 
ZEPHYR '98 


by Steve Geisenheimer 


Layout tours for the '98 convention are 
shaping upnicely and it looks like we have 
the potential to have over 30 layouts avail- 
able for your viewing as we already have 27 
confirmed participants with 6 more poten- 
tials. At present we have 21 “HO” layouts, 
3“O” scale layouts, 2“G" scale and alive 
steam layout. I’m enjoying putting the 
layout tours together for this years fast 
approaching convention - especially meet- 
ing and talking with layout owners and 
members. | think you will enjoy the lay- 
outs and find them interesting and enlight- 
ening. There are anumber quite close to 
the convention center while others are up 
to an hour away. We have a few layouts 
to visit for those driving up from the south 
but so far we have not been offered any 
fromother directions. 


If you have suggestions or know of any 
layouts not listed here in the Modesto and 
surrounding area please call or write to: 
Steve Geisenheimer, 520 Sherri Way, 
Turlock, CA 95382-1227 or call 209-669- 
6816 any time and leave a message with 
a number to call. Here are the layouts, 
beginning with those within about 10 min- 
utes of the convention center: 


Tom Milam - HO - Beautiful basement 
layout with code 70 weathered rail, a 
generous portion of scenery and a number 
of fine buildings on this short line layout. 


Les Gregory - HO - Housed in an ample 
areain aunique place inhis home, youwill 
be pleased to see the weathered code 70 
rail, small steam locomotives and fine- 
scale environment that entertains both his 
guests and Les himself. 


George Pettygrove - HO - George's bed- 
room shortline, Drycreek Central, has a 
flavor all its own. The layout is point to 
point with small steam and diesel era 
transition power. The layout is fully cov- 
eredand Georgeis adding details as time 
permits, having recently rewired the lay- 
out. 


David Perier - A garden railway with a 
continuous running loop, anewextension, 
large fill and bridge. Dave's layout is 
always changing and he has recently kit 
bashed and scratchbuilt structures in- 


cluding the bridge. 


Dave Martini - 1°42” Scale - With 5 acres of 
track looping around 2 or 3times, thislive 
steam layout should be areal treat. Dave 
will have some of his regular group of 
associates with him including one fellow 
with a coal fired Pacific. 


Dick Roberts - HO - Dick has a house full 
of railroad motif displaysin addition tothe 
layout, which is loaded with great scenes 
and people. The double track main loops 
past lots of buildings with great weather- 


ing. 


Mark Spencer - O - Mark’s attic is full of 
trains with a basic double track loop, a 
yard and sidings. The focus is mostly on 
the trains, track and operation without 
scenery. If you like operating O scale, be 
ready torun by appointment only, in small 
groups of 3 to 5 people. 


Layouts 20 minutes to % hour: 


Don Fether - HO - This 16’ X 16’ point to 
loop layout features the CB&Q in the 
Steam to Diesel transition era. Thelayout 
is completely sceniced, weathered and 
detailed. Operation is mostly freight fea- 
turing custom painted steam but with an 
occasional shovel nosed Zephyr passen- 
ger train. 


Bill Morris - G - Bill actually has two 
layouts. One at home and the other inthe 
family run Nursery out front. While the 
Nursery layout theme is Christmas during 
the winter Bill assures us the layout will be 
ready for our visits. 


Ron Peterson -HO - Ron wasan engineer 
with the Army in Germany and now in 
charge of the local intermodal terminal 
operations. His 8’ X 40' layout is around 
the wall with a base planned for the center. 
Scenery has not yet been started but 
most of the track around the roomisinand 
if you enjoy military trains or intermodal 
operations, Ronis your man. 


Tidewater Southem Club- HO - Ben Cantu 
isthe chief historian for this group, located 
at the San Joaquin Fairgrounds in Stock- 
ton. The 20’ X 80’ layouts features the 
cities of Stockton, Modesto and Turlock. 
Benis currently working on awharf scene 
of Stockton in the 1930's. 
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Bruno Cerri - HO - This layout is approxi- 
mately 1240 sq. ft. with a double track 
mainline and lots of intermodal. His Trucks 
and Stuff business is located next door 
and the layout features just about every 
type of cargo that travels by both rail and 
truck. 


Frank Weishaar - HO- This21' X17 layout 
is in a folded dog-bone style with 3 scale 
miles of mainline, including some hand 
laid track and turnouts. One end is fully 
sceniced but the rest of the layout is still 
track, roadbed and benchwork. 


Layouts 45 min. to an hour drive: 


Atwater HO Model RR Club- HO - Built in 
a bedroom on the second floor of a city 
owned historic home. It is well detailed 
with basic scenes of the Yosemite Valley 
Railroad from Merced to El Portal with 
code 70 rail and finely built buildings and 
trestles. 


Charlie Pigott - HO - Charlie models the 
B&O in West Virginia but runs most east- 
em coal hauling lines on the layout, which 
features plenty of trees, coal mines with 
lots of details and weathering. 


Jim North - HO - This 10’ X6' "L" shaped 
Santa Fe layout is fully sceniced with 
different levels, tunnels and you will see 
just what can be done inan average sized 
bedroom. 


Rudy Von Prittwitz - HO - Rudy models the 
SP from Bakersfield to Colton. The layout 
is 20’ X60' witha double track mainline. 3 
major yards, large roundhouses and shops 
and everything from logging to grain - there 
is something here for everyone. 


Bill Cook - HO - This 20’ X 27’ layout is a 
dog-bone featuring code 100 rail and 
Tehachapi loop type scenery which is 
50% complete. 


Gerald Handford - HO - Gerald has code 40 
hand laid track on his 6 X 15° layout. 
Scenery is 50% complete and weathenng 
is very nice. 


John Zack - HO - John's depiction of the 
Sierraisin two areas one 50’ X 15’ and one 
20’ X 30’ and is multi-level with weathered 
code 83 rail, fully operational but still under 
construction with lots of nice buildings but 
no scenery. 


Alan Smith- HO - Al models the Santa Fe 
onthis20' X20' garage layout with code 83 
rail that is 25% sceniced and still under 
construction. 


Steve Hayes - HO - The layout roomisthe 
basement ofthis custom built home. Steve 
models the Western Pacific in a 1500 sq. 
ft. area, double decked. The layout is in 
the early stages of construction with some 
mainline operational and a computerized 
control system. 


An hour or more to these layouts: 


Glenn Sutherland - HO - Thisisa 12’ X23' 
multi-level, 1920 era layout featuring the 
Sierra Railway. The mainline is in and 
sceniced with the branch line under con- 
struction. Lots of beautifully crafted 
scratchbuilt structures. 


Bob JakI-O- This 34’ X 80’ tayout is about 
60% complete, with added track andscen- 
ery to go. It currently has about 400’ of 
handlaid main line with two yards, service 
area and 7 track station. 


Dave Vale - O - Dave's 30’ X 70’ layout is 
pre 1955 steam era pike with minimum 
radius of 84” and 2,000’ of handlaid main- 
line. SP, SF and Sierra engines and 
rolling stock are featured. 


More than 1 % hours (mainly to see when 
traveling from the south) 


Ron & Howard Jackson -HO-24' X34'- 
Fresno 

Jim Neill - HO - 34’ X 38’ - Madera 

The layouts are similar, both are large 
Tehachapi Loop style, with plenty of main- 
line and grades. Both model the SP - SF 
from Bakersfield to Mojave, under con- 
struction with little or no scenery but fully 
operational. 

















DOUBLETREE 
HOTEL 
MODESTO 
Name 
Sharing with 
Sharing with 
Acictress 
Cly Stato 2p 
Phone (_ i) 





Guest room reservations wil be held unt 6 pm. day of 
arrival, urdess this reservation request ls accompanied 
by one of the following: (Please check ane) 


CJ First night's deposit In the amount of the quest 
room rate, plus 9% roorns tax, enclosed. 
[_] Major Creat Card: (Please check ona) 

O American Express O Diners Chub 


O Master Cord O Carte Blanche 
OC Vea O Decover 
Card No. 
Expiration Date 
Name on Card 


Signature 


FOR FURTHER RESERVATION ASSISTANCE, CALL 209/526-6000 or 800/222-TREE 


Amival Date 


— sim 
Check-in is atter 3:00 pm. day of onival. 





Check-Out time is prior to Noon. day of departure. 


Twme 


NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION, SIERRA DIVISION, PACIFIC COAST REGION 
April 28, 1998 —- May 31, 1998 


Pigase incicote guest room accommodations requestoct 
GUEST BOONE 

C) KING BED 

L_ TWO QUEEN BEDS 


OD SMOKING C1 NON-SMOKING 


LU ROLLAWAY ($10.00 per day) 


O CRIB (no charge) 


Guest room rates ore based upan one to four penons per gues! room. per night. 


C1 SINGLE OCCUPANCY 


$95” 


0 DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 


sgg@ 





Mail or call for Reservations: 


LJ QUAD OCCUPANCY 


11 TRIPLE OCCUPANCY 


$85” 


Guest room reservations must be received by Apri 1, 1998. Au reservations received after ths date are based upon guest room and group 
(ote Gvasiabéty. Guest room accommodation requests are subject to availabilty. No 
Same Quest (OOM Os parents. All deposts ore refundable upon 24 hous notice prior to antval Gate. % rooms tax 8 appscatie on ai quest 
room reservations. Campiimentary 24 hour hotel chuttte avaliable 1o/fram Modaste Airport. 


for chéclen under the age of 18 sharing fhe 


DOUBLETREE 


HOTEL 
MODESTO 


Attn: Reservations 
1150 9th Street 
Modesto, CA 95354 
(209) 526-6000 or (800) 222-TREE 










Contact the Hotel directly as shown above for room reservations. For Valley Zephyr'98 
reservations contact Ed Pultz, Registgrar, P.O. Box 8398, Woodland, CA 95776-8398 





VALLEY ZEPHYR ’98 PROTOTYPE TOURS by Benjamin Cantu 


Modesto and Empire Traction Facilities at Modesto 
Modesto and Empire Traction Intermodal Facilities at Empire 
Union Pacific Modesto Office locomotive walk-through 


Tour No. 1 


Union Pacific Intermodal Facilities at Lathrop 
Union Pacific Engine Facilities at Stockton 


Stockton Tower and Crossing 


Tidewater Southern Ry. Hist. Soc. (for lunch) 


Stockton Tower and Crossing 
Central California Traction Facility (maybe) 


Tidewater Southern Ry. Hist. Soc. (for lunch) 


Stockton Terminal and Easter Facility(not confirmed) 


Tour No. 2 


Tour No. 3 


California State Railroad Museum and Old Sacramento (lunch on 
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VALLEY ZEPHYR 98 RETURN FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 





1998 PCR Convention Valley zene 
Modesto, California P. O. Box 8398 
April 29-May 3, 1998 Woodland, CA 95776-8398 













PRIMARY REGISTRANT 
STREET ADDRESS NMRA REGION(IF OTHER THAN PCR) 
STATE REGISTRATION TYPE: 
[ ] RAIL 
ZIP CODE [| NON-RAIL/RAILETTE 
{ |] YOUTH 
TELEPHONE SCALE(S): 
ADDITIONAL REGISTRANTS LIVING AT SAME ADDRESS 
(at a youth) 
REGISTRATION TYPE: 
{ | RAIL 
. . : 
FIRST NAME NMRA NO. _PCRNO SCALE(S) [| NON-RAIL/RAILETTE 
| | YOUTH 
LAST NAME COMMITTEE USE 


REGISTRATION TYPE: 
FIRST NAME NMRA NO. PCR NO. SCALE(S): 


[ ] RAIL 
Check box at left if you are attending your first convention and/or would like 
additional information on how to attend and enjoy a convention. 


FARES (Turn Page Over For More Fares) 


EVENT TOTAL | FEE TOTAL 
(EACH) | FEE 
iia ie 
PC 
P| 

























| ] NON-RAIL/RAILETTE 
{| ] YOUTH 






an 


YOUTH REGISTRATION(12-18 YEARS, STUDENT) 
(UNDER 12 FREE, WITH PARENT) $2 


IF NOT A PCR/NMRA MEMBER PER REGISTRANT, (In addition to the 
$50 Base Registration). DO NOT USE THIS ITEM FOR SPOUSE - USE 
a eee 







BASE REGISTRATION 


One Day Registration - Wed Thur Fri Sat $25 
Pd Tota From Reverse 


Make Check Payable to “Valley Zephyr 98” GRAND TOTAL 
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EXPLANATION OF EXTRA FARE ACTIVITIES 


JAMESTOWN BAR-BE-CUE AND TRAIN RIDE. The Saturday bar-be-cue and train ride at the 
Jamestown Railtown Museum replaces the banquet. The $25 price includes the bar-be-cue, a train ride 
on the Sierra Railroad, and admission to the museum. Separate bar-be-cue tickets are available for $17 
and train/museum tickets are available for $10. 


HOBO BREAKFAST. All PCR Hobos are invited to attend the Saturday morning Buffet breakfast at 
the Double Tree Hotel. 


SUNDAY MEETING & BREAKFAST. The annual meeting at the Double Tree Hotel will be held 
after a traditional buffet breakfast. 


UNION PACIFIC TOUR. The Union Pacific Prototype Tour will feature stops at intermodal yard, 
UP’s Stockton Tower, and the Model Railroad Club at the San Joaquin County Fairgrounds. A box 
lunch is included in the $15 price. 


M&ET and ST&E PROTOTYPE TOUR. The Modesto & Empire Traction and Stockton Terminal 
tour will include stops at the M&ET Engine Terminal, M&ET’s intermodal facility and the ST&E’s 
facility in Stockton. A box lunch is included in the $15 price. 


CALIFORNIA STATE RAILROAD MUSEUM and OLD SACRAMENTO TOUR. A bus will take 
you to Old Sacramento, where you can shop, eat lunch, or visit the railroad museum (purchase 
admission tickets at the museum). 


HO SOUVENIR GRAIN CAR. The HO scale souvenir car 1s an Intermountain Railway Company 
Pullman Standard 4750 cubic foot covered hopper custom painted for Foster Farms. Six different 
numbers are available. Pre-convention price include sales tax. The single car price is $15; multiple car 
purchases are available at reduced prices shown below. 


Activity or Event 


Jamestown Bar-be-cue and Train Ride 


Jamestown Bar-be-cue Only 


Fee(Each) 















A 
— 
~ 


iii 
LA 


Train Ride and Jamestown Museum 





HO Souvenir Intermountain Grain Car with 


six different numbers: 
$15 each, 2/$27, 3/$40, 4/$52, 5/$64, and 
6/$75 (tax included 


Bring Total Amount Forward to Front Page 
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QUILT BLOCKS 
















PSSSST!...pass this on to a sewing 
person in the house. 


We're gathering quilt blocks again this 
year for arailroad quilt to be auctioned off 
at the PCR business meeting in May at 
the Convention. Blocks need to be 8% 
inches square. Please leave me 1/4 of 
an inch for seams. Anything railroad is 
agood idea. Blockscan be appliqued or 
pieced. If you have any questions, 
please contact me at the below num- 
bers. Deadline is March 1st, 1998. 





2ist CENTURY LIMITED 


Thanks: S A N J O S E : cS A 
Debbie “Spike” Joyner 
10663 Basie Way N M R A 2 O O O 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
916-852-8336 voice 21st CENTURY LIMITED RECRUITING 
916-852-8660 fax 


Djoyner@unlimited.net 
HELP NEEDED: 






Recruiting for manpower volunteers at the 2000 Nation Convention in San Jase started 
with the last issue of the Branch Line. Some individuals had previously volunteered and 
others volunteered as aresult of the article inthe Branch Line. Regardless of when they 
volunteered, | want to thank the following people : 









Donate Athern or MDC type cars 
for the Valley Zephyr '98 Conven- 
tion Youth Clinic. See page 14 for 
details and help Seth Milam with 
this valuable event. 


Paul Deis, Mel Foster, George Gibson, Jim Long, and Mark Pizarek. 


If you want to volunteer, please call me at (510) 656-4256. If you are the one person 
who called and I lost track of you, please call again. Thanks, Dave Biondi 






(EDITORS DESK continued from page 22: 





Asecond thought! had from the “Defeating 
Winter’ article relates to how we operat= 
our miniature pikes. While a snow scene 
would be a temific attention grabber. tt may 
not easily fit in on many layouts. Showing 
how your railroad fights winter doesnt 
require an actual snow storm. Emulate 
winter operations by sending outa double 
headed snow plow just before every train 
toclear the line. Getting these extras out 
into the “mountains” and back would add 
greatly to operational complexity Recog- 
nize the reduced efficiency of steam !oco- 
motives in cold and the drag added from 
fighting the snow by lowering the rating cf 
your locomotives pulling power dunng wir- 
ter” operating sessions. Schedule delays 
and have crews go “off the law’ at inopper- 
tune locations, when they had exceeded 
the work hour rules. It may seem !ike 
havoc but if your operating crew are reai 
railroaders the'll deal with the miniature 
winter problems with the same positive 
reaction prototype railroaders do. 





Debbie Joyner exhibits the wonderful quilt she creat ed in 1997 with patches from 
many PCR members. It was raffled off during the Annual Meeting and Barbara Wall 


was the lucky winner. See above for how you can help Debbie with a quilt again 
this year and become a part of PCR history. Photo by Dave Connery 
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WAY FREIGHT (DIVISION REPORTS) 














SIERRA DIVISION 


by Gene Mayer 


Thirty six members and guests attended 
the Sierra Division's fall meet on Sunday, 
October 26 at the American River Grange 
Hallin Rancho Cordova. Superintendent 
Ray Keener asked thase in attendance for 
suggestions on ways to revitalize the 
Division and improve participation in divi- 
sion activities. ldeas that were offered 
included (1) better advance planning, (2) 
earlier notification of meeting dates, (3) 
more frequent meetings, (4) more clinics 
and (5) implementation of an in-home 
“hands on” clinic program like the one 
recently adopted by Coast Division. Ray 
and the other division officers hope to 
implement these suggestions during the 
coming year. 


Two persons entered 8 diesels in the 
locomotive category contest. Cindy Win- 
ter displayed a half dozen kit-bashed and 
super detailed modem day diesels- mostly 
Norfolk Southern. Phil Saterlee entered a 
very finely detailed Westem Pacific FP7A/ 
B passenger locomotive combination. 


Bill White set up a “heritage models” 
display of kits produced in the 1940's and 
1950’s as a special contest. Us “old 
timers” in the crowd enjoyed reminiscing 
and trying toidentify the manufacturers of 
the various kits included in the display. 
Some new comers to the hobby were 
amazed at the simplicity of some of the 
kits and astounded to see howa “bunch of 
sticks” could be transformed into nice 
looking scale models - a far cry from 
today's super-detailed plastic kits. 


During the business meeting Leonard 
Houpt and Fred Delabate presented a 
proposal to hold the division’s annual ban- 
quet in a Yolo Short Line passenger car. 
The banquet will be held in conjunction 
with the annual Woodland Train Show 
Saturday. March 14, 1998. The two day 
show wiil feature operating modular lay- 
outs, vendor sales and a series of clinics 
presented by Sierra Division members. 


The 1997 International Railfair show at 
Roseville fairgrounds jointly sponsored by 
the Sierra Division and three other clubs 
attracted nearlv 4.000 persons and about 


450 participants the weekend of November 
8-9. The special one-day family pass 
attracted nearly 300 persons on Sunday. 


COAST DIVISION 


by Rod Smith 


On December 7, the Coast Division held 
its’ quarterly meet at Salesian High School 
in Richmond. Although the weather was 
abit stormy, 158 members and friends of 
the Division gathered, and my observation 
was everyone had an enjoyable time. Itis 
always a joy to see friends from through- 
out the area and get totalk model railroad- 
ing with them. 


Activities began at 9:30 when the Rain- 
bow Girls opened the snackbar serving 
coffee, danish, and other snacks to the 
early arrivals. At 10, Bill Burket pre- 
sented a clinic on the Southern Pacific in 
the City of San Francisco. He had some 
wonderful pictures, especially of the old 
Third and Townsend Depot, taken just 
before it was demolished. Thanks Bill for 
the memories. At 11, Steve Hayes gave 
a clinic on the Western Pacific’s history, 
with some insight into the Northern Cali- 
fornia extension to Nubeiber built to con- 
nect with the Great Northem, and provide 
an altemate entry for goods in competition 
with the SP route from Klamath Falls. 
That line was recently sold by the Union 
Pacific to the BNSF, which provides us 
with the sight of Warbonnets in Feather 
River Canyon. It became apparent during 
the clinics that Coast Division could really 
use a good overhead projector, so if you 
have one you could donate, or know of a 
source, please let one of the officers 
know. We all would be grateful. 


During the business meeting, Achieve- 
ment Program Chair Ray DeBlieck pre- 
sented Achievement Awards to Gil 
Stratton, Kermit Paul, and Clayton 
Berry. Congratulations to each of them. 
PCR President Charles Getz announced 
the Howell Day museum in Chattanooga 
is up andrunning, and he stated we can all 
participate by donating historical model 
railroad items we may have. All donations 
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are tax deductible, so do both the hobby 
and yourself a favor and send that old kit 
or whatever in for our museum. Chief 
Clerk Denise Showalter requested nomi- 
nations for Coast Division Director for the 
pending election. She also noted that by 
May we must submit nominations for 
PCR President and Vice-President. Then 
by the end of 1998, names for Coast Div. 
Superintendent and Chief Clerk/Paymas- 
ter will be needed. Be thinking of any 
members you would like to nominate to 
represent you (and me) in these posi- 
tions. Remember though, they must be 
willing to accept the job! 


Membership Chair Ted Culotta made 
two important announcements. First he 
introduced anew membership benefit of 
small, home clinics to be held throughout 
the year. These clinics will be held in the 
presenters home, and will coveranumber 
of subjects. Because of the limited atten- 
dance, more personal, one on one time 
will beavailable. Watch your next COAST 
DISPATCHER for the 1998 schedule of 
topics, and instructions on howto partici- 
pate in this new membership benefit. Itis 
planned to be a continuing program and 
willdepend upon membership support to 
succeed. 


Theworld renowned Coast Division Auc- 
tion then proceeded with 589 regular auc- 
tion items entered, and an Estate sale 
consisting of 143 books covering all rail- 
road subjects. And most of them were in 
mint condition. If you ever wanted an out 
of print book, and missed this auction, 
you missed a great opportunity! Bill 
Burket and his committee deserve a pat 
on the back for the great work they do 
helping widows dispose of those collec- 
tions for the best prices possible. Imag- 
ine what would happen to those fine 
books if they were given to any other 
chantable organization whichdoesn'thave 
a basis inthe hobby. You might want to 
think about how to help your survivors 
make the best decisions about your col- 
lection when the time comes. 


> (cont. next page) 


(COAST continued) 


At the auction break for contest awards 
and door prizes, | was chosen to help 
Margaret and Elizabeth Gorrell distrib- 
ute the door prizes and raffle. They are so 
cute, and did awonderful job. If our Super- 
intendent and auctioneers could project 
their voices as well, we wouldn't need the 
PAsystem! Thanksgirls. The lucky raffle 
winners were Tom Hardesty and M M 
Dow. Congratulations to them, and tothe 
winners of the O, HO, and N door prizes. 
Registration Chair John Spelce always 
has a good selection of door prizes for us 
td choose from. 


Our next meet_is planned for March 1, 
1998. It will be held in Fremont at the 
California School forthe Deaf. Details are 
onthe Division and Club Activities page of 
this issue. Hope to see you there. 


REDWOOD EMPIRE 
DIVISION 


by Gus Campagna 





The Redwood Empire Division, under 
Superintendent Bill Leventon hasresumed 
its former bi-monthly meeting schedule. 
Wenowhold meetings in January, March, 
May, July, September, and November. 
Our meetings are held on the third Sun- 
day and start atone PM. All our meetings 
are open to everyone throughout the re- 
gion, as well as to visitors. We try to vary 
our meetings, with one at a club layout, 
where we run trains and the next at a 
location where we can have clinics and 
contests. Our July meeting is usually a 
potluck picnic with some type of train 
theme. Weare alsoin the planning stages 
for the 1999 PCR Convention, to be called 
Mendocino Journey. We in the northern 
reaches of the region welcome all mem- 
bers to our meetings, come to one of our 
meets and have fun model railroading 
with us. 


Authors and 
Contributors note: 
Next Deadline is 


MARCH 15 
for the 
APRIL '98 ISSUE 









DAYLIGHT DIVISION 


by Bob Randall 

| hope that everyone enjoyed our great 
divisional meet we had in Santa Barbara 
inNovember. We had our meetthe same 
day as the Regional Board Meeting, so 
we had afewguests with us. Wehadthe 
pleasure of an operating session at Gary 
Seigel’s great L&N layout, wherewe held 
the meet. Thanks to all the wonderful 
people that helped to put on the show. 
We're sorry that more of the local mem- 
bers on the coast couldn't join us for the 
festivities, but all whowere able to attend 
had a wonderful time. We're looking 
forward to our next meet in February in 
Fresno at the clubhouse of the new O 
scale club. Whilein town, be sure tovisit 
the Fresno Model Railroad store just a 
block south of the Amtrak station and 
right on the Santa Fe mainline. We're 
trying to add newlocales for our quarterly 
meets, this year being Fresno and 
Porterville, along with our old standby, 
Merced, which is always alot of fun. We 
are also going to try to go back to the 
coast in November, but the location has 
not been decided. We also have the 
1998 PCR convention close us in the 
valley at Modesto. We're hoping to see 
a great turnout from the Daylight Divi- 
sion. There's a lot of good prototype 
railroading in the area, and from what ! 
hear from Steve, a lot of good model 
layouts in the area, as well. 


by Brewster Bird 


Gary Siegel hosted the fall meet of the 
Daylight Division. Over twenty-five mem- 
bers and non-members took part in the 
activities. Many of us participated in the 
Clinics, two on trees and scenery tech- 
niques, one on electronics for model 
railroads, and one on the host's railroad 
(ahow-to-operate the railroad clinic, very 
thorough and educational) . Forthose of 
you not willing to brave inclement winter 
weather, unable to make the trip, or had 
to work that weekend, you missed a 
hum-doozy of a railroad. | was able to 
attend with my youngest son, Jamie, 
and we hada blast operating the Ashlan 
Yard local, much to the chagrin (hope- 
fully in good nature) of Bill Scott and 
Darrell Dennis, who attempted to oper- 
ate the Ashlan Switcher and act as yard 
master. It was the first time | had oper- 


ateda command control railroad, runon 
Page 21 


well-maintained, hand laid track, but had 
great fun none-the-less. 

The system, known as The Louisville and 
Nashville, runs north-south, as does the 
prototype between northern West Virginia 
and southern Kentucky . We toured the 
entire railroad, Jamie got to runthe switcher 
priorto the rest of us. The railroad takes up 
1400 sq. feet, convoluted aisles, deco- 
rated with green-painted fascia, fast clocks 
displayed above each major yard. 
dispatcher’s cabin displaying a track dia- 
gram with Union Switch and Signal tumout 
controls, phone and radio communica- 
tions, and an operations computer that 
provides fast clock controls, schedules 
and routing information for the operators 
and visitors. The railroad and Santa Bar- 
barawere very nice places to be during the 
rainy weather. 





FROM MY PERSPECTIVE 
by Brad Lloyd, Coast Superintendent 


| have been listening lately to several dis- 
cussions about our hobby. Some tell me 
what all is wrong with the hobby and others 
tell me what the hobby needs to grow and 
really succeed. 


Still others bemoan the fact that some 
equipmentor style is either no longer avail- 
able ornever has been available. Some say 
there is too much cheap plastic stuff. and 
others complain about the cost of brass. 


| hear that the trouble is lack of dedication. 
lack of purpose, lack of determination. lack 
of forethought, lack of, lack of, lack of. 


| really wish all of these people could see 
what | see. 


- | see the most abundant bunch of Model 
Railroad supplies and equipment that has 
ever existed. 

- | see the finest detailed models, both 
plastic, metal and wood that have ever been 
offered. 

- | see the most abundant assortment of 
‘stuff forall eras, all scales and all interests 
that has ever been offered. 

- | see more and better detail parts for 
‘scratch’ building than has ever existed. 
-|see more associated data (books, maps. 
historical museums, living experts. etc.) 
than | am sure has ever existed. 

- | see more available resources for help 


(Continued on next page) 
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1998 14 Sierra Division Banquet, 6:30 
PM, Yolo Short Line, Woodland, | June 18-27 a. 
January CA Railfair ‘99, California State 





Railroad Museum, Sacramento 


July 18-24 
NMRA Convention, NorthStar 
‘99, Saint Paul/Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 


14-15  12thAnnualWoodland Train 
Show, 10 AM - 6 PM, jointly 
sponsored by the Woodland 
Modular Train Club & Sierra Divi 
sion, County Fair Mall, 1264 East 
Gibson Rd., Woodland, CA 

15 RED Meet, See The Callboard 
for details. 

15 Articles due for April Branch Line! 


17-18 | GoldenEmpire Model Railroad 
Club Annual After Christmas 
Show, Kern County Fair- 
grounds, 1142 South “P’ Street, 
Bakersfield, 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 

18 RED Meeting, SantaRosa see 
The Callboard for details. 

24-25 GATS, 11AM-5PM, Califor- 
nia Exposition & Fairgrounds, 





















































2000 
April PCR Mini-convention, Fremont 






















1600 Exposition Blvd. , Sacra- _ July 30 - Aug 6 
mentoCA Apr 29 wa Mey Zephyr 98PCRCon- NMRA Convention, 
vention, Double Tree Inn, Bist Contery Limited, 


Modesto, CA San Jose, CA 

July 20-26 
NMRA Convention, Heartland 
Express, Kansas City, MO 


















Sierra Division Meet, Rancho 
Cordova, see the Short Line 
News for details. 
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see Daylight Oberservationfor 1999 ait cen we 
details. May 12-16 N MRA 2? 000 








Mendocino Journey, PCR Con- 
vention, Convention Center, 
Ukiah, CA 









Send calendar informationto Branch 
Line Editor, Dave Connery, 3408 
Lanai Drive, San Ramon, CA 94583 










1 Coast Division Meet, 9:30 AM 
Califomia School forthe Deaf, 
39350 Gallaudet, FremontCA 
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